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During the Age of Revolutions (c. 1770-1830), Europe and the Americas were convulsed by a
wave of interrelated political upheavals, social protests, slave rebellions, and wars. Republican
alternatives to monarchies proliferated, even as colonial wars and abolitionist insurrections
shook even the most entrenched empires. As a result, hundreds of thousands of people found
themselves displaced and dispersed across the Atlantic world. While some chose to leave out
of political or religious principle, others were forced out by some combination of ideological
persecution, economic dislocation, and armed conflict. Wherever they ended up, the uprooted
were forced to negotiate foreign and often hostile cultures and asylum practices.

While this momentous epoch has inspired much study, scholars have only recently drawn
attention to the fact that the Age of Revolutions was also, inextricably, an age of both emigration
(see, among others, Polasky 2023; Diaz 2021; Pestel 2019; Jansen 2018; Carpenter 2015;
Jasanoff 2010) and re-migration (Summers 2024; Middelhoff 2021). Migrants were
predominantly male, and have been studied as such, but they often brought or left behind
networks of dependents including female relations, minors, servants and friends. Indeed, the
navigation of gender norms and family relations were integral parts of the exilic experience.
Drawing together historians and scholars of the literary, visual, and musical arts, this workshop
aims to shed light on the least-visible members of these diasporas—women, children and
servants—and to develop interdisciplinary perspectives on familial constellations of exile.

The following non-exhaustive list of questions relating to gender, social status and migration
may serve as a guide for discussion:

e Whether they stayed at home or accompanied their husbands, fathers, employers or
guardians abroad, what strategies did women of different social classes and education
levels develop to support themselves and their emigrant family members in the
revolutionary diaspora? How did they access and contribute to charitable networks and
navigate rapidly shifting policies relating to divorce, property and inheritance seizures,
residency proofs, and compensation claims?

e What role did servants and close family friends play in the decision to remain in or leave
one’s home amidst socio-political upheaval?



e How did women demonstrate resilience (emotional, financial, legal, and otherwise) and
improvisation skills over the course of their families’ exiles and/or separations?

e What role did women play in organizing the logistics and in some cases the legal
reprieves (i.e., bureaucratic re-classifications, political amnesties, etc.) needed for their
male relatives to return?

e How did women of different generations make sense of their exilic experiences as
mothers, daughters, sisters, wives, and/or servants? What sorts of historical evidence
allow us to appreciate their perspectives and contributions?

e How can we investigate the experiences of children and other dependents within the
family unit in the context of (forced) migration? How did they impact family decisions?

o How was female agency in exile shaped by enslavement and liberation?

e How did kinship and the preservation of the household (including dependents such as
women, servants, and minors but also non-human actors such as animals and pets)
operate under the conditions of exile?

e How did women, children and other kin feature in literature and the visual arts in terms
of representing (r)emigration? Which aesthetic techniques and narrative strategies did
authors and artists use to reconfigure the experiences of families and the politics of
family life in exile?

Abstracts for talks of 30 minutes max. should be sent to middelhoff@em.uni-frankfurt.de
(cc: summerskS@macewan.ca and friedemann.pestel@uni-tuebingen.de) by 10 December
2024. Please provide an abstract of max. 1 DIN A4 page and short CV (preferably in a single
file). Accepted presenters will be notified by the end of the year.

The workshop will take place at the Forschungskolleg Humanwissenschaften of the Goethe
University in the Villa Reimers in Bad Homburg v. d. Héhe (https://www.forschungskolleg-
humanwissenschaften.de/index.php/en/). Accommodation costs will be covered; travel funds
might be available if needed. The conference will be conducted primarily in English; a
publication of the contributions is planned.

Selected Bibliography

Carpenter, Kirsty, “Emigration in Politics and Imaginations,” in: David Andress (ed.), The
Oxford Handbook of the French Revolution, Oxford 2015.

Carpenter, Kirsty, “Emigré Children and the French School at Penn (Buckinghamshire), 1796-
1814,” in: Juliette Reboul and Laure Philip (eds.), Emigration in a Revolutionised Europe,
Cham 2019, 91-109.

Diaz, Delphine, “From Exile to Refugee: Toward a Transnational History of Refuge in Early
Nineteenth-Century Europe,” in: Yearbook of Transnational History 4 (2021): 1-26.

Eppers, Arne, “Goethes gefliichtete Frauen: Dorothea und Iphigenie: Rekonstruktion fiktiver
Migrationserfahrungen,” in: Goethe-Jahrbuch 135 (2018), 71-88.


mailto:middelhoff@em.uni-frankfurt.de
mailto:summersk5@macewan.ca
mailto:friedemann.pestel@uni-tuebingen.de
https://www.forschungskolleg-humanwissenschaften.de/index.php/en/
https://www.forschungskolleg-humanwissenschaften.de/index.php/en/

Estelmann, Frank, Olaf Miiller (eds.), Exildiskurse der Romantik in der europdischen und
lateinamerikanischen Literatur, Tlibingen 2011.

Heuer, Jennifer Ngaire, The Family and the Nation: Gender and Citizenship in Revolutionary
France, 1789—1830, Ithaca 2007.

Jansen, Jan C., “Flucht und Exil im Zeitalter der Revolutionen: Perspektiven einer atlantischen
Fliichtlingsgeschichte (1770er—1820er Jahre),” in: Geschichte und Gesellschaft 44:4 (2018):
495-525.

Jasanoff, Maya, “Revolutionary Exiles: The American Loyalist and French Emigre Diasporas,”
in: David Armitage and Sanjay Subrahmanyam (eds.), The Age of Revolutions in Global
Context, c. 1760-1840, Basingstoke 2010, 37-58.

Kothe, Regina, Vor der Revolution geflohen. Exil im literarischen Diskurs nach 1789,
Wiesbaden 1997.

Manske, Maike, “Femmes émigrées: Exil und Gender am Beispiel adeliger Emigrantinnen der
franzosischen Revolution (1789-1812),” in: Hella Ehlers et al. (eds.), Migration — Geschlecht
— Lebenswege: Sozial- und geisteswissenschaftliche Beitrdge. Miinster 2015, 101-22.

Middelhoff, Frederike, “R/Emigration verhindern. ‘Heimat' im Kontext der Auswanderung von
1816/17”, in: The Germanic Review: Literature, Culture, Theory 96:3 (2021): 256-75.

Middelhoft, Frederike, “Intervention at Home: Representing Migrants in German
Romanticism,” in: European Romantic Review 35:2 (2024): 363-81.

Pestel, Friedemann, “Educating against Revolution: French Emigré Schools and the Challenge
of the Next Generation,” European History Quarterly 47:2 (2017): 229-56.

Pestel, Friedemann, “The Age of Emigrations: French Emigrés and Global Entanglements of
Political Exile,” in: Laure Philip and Juliette Reboul (eds.), French Emigrants in Revolutionised
Europe: Connected Histories and Memories, Cham 2019, 205-31.

Polasky, Janet, Asylum between Nations: Refugees in a Revolutionary Era, Yale 2023.

Sklar, Kathryn Kish and James Brewer Stewart (eds.), Women's Rights and Transatlantic
Antislavery in the Era of Emancipation, New Haven 2007.

Summers, Kelly, “Fugitives from France: Huguenot Refugees, French Revolutionary Emigrés,
and the Origins of Modern Exile,” in: David Andress (ed.), The Routledge Handbook of French
History, London 2024, 325-37.

Summers, Kelly, “A Cross-Channel Marriage in Limbo: Alexandre d’Arblay, Frances Burney,
and the Risks of Revolutionary Migration,” Age of Revolutions, 25 January 2021.

Walczak, Gerrit, Artistische Wanderer: Die Kiinstler(e)migranten der Franzdsischen
Revolution, Berlin, Miinchen 2019.


https://ageofrevolutions.com/2021/01/25/a-cross-channel-marriage-in-limbo-alexandre-darblay-frances-burney-and-the-risks-of-revolutionary-migration/
https://ageofrevolutions.com/2021/01/25/a-cross-channel-marriage-in-limbo-alexandre-darblay-frances-burney-and-the-risks-of-revolutionary-migration/

